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WILLIAM LOWELL “WL” MILLER
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Cattie buyer, norse trager, Quarier Horse owner, and Faint breeder. These are just a
Tew Of the agjectives used 10 describe Villlam Loweil Milier, one orf ine tounders and
promoters of the iowa uarter Horse Associaton

WL Miller was born October 26, 1922 on a farm near Sheli Kock, iowa, one of two
children born to William H. and Marie Miller. WL inherited his love of horses from his
Tatner.  Vvorking with the tamily’s rarm norses, and with nis rather to guide nim, WL
gained a priceiess Knowiedge OT norses — an eaucation that would stand nim good
stead for the rest of his life.

ATler graauating from hign schooi In the iate 193U's, WL enrolied in coilege Iin Ceaar
Falis, Iowa. Snorty tnerearer, ne enlisted in the Navy Air Corps. iller was stationed
In Corpus Cnristi, 1exas 1or part or nis Tour year duty, and during that uime, he tound a
way 1o continue nis invoivement with norses.

AS nis Tather dia, VVL began 1o buy and seli horses. He wouid procure a (2 nour Navy
pass, and travei throughout the Souinwest, purcnasing norses ana muies. 1 he animais
would be dellivered 10 San Antonio, ana rom there, be shipped back 1o iowa. Among
TNOSe were some o1 the Tirst Quarter Horses ever pbrougnt 10 the state of iowa.

Shipping norses from San Antonio 1o iowa meant loading them on siock cars. At one
ime, VVL'S shipment O horses were at one end of town, and the Kock isiand Lines
ralineaqa was at the other ena of town. 10 make it easy on nimseir, iiliier simpiy darove
the 39 head of horses down San Antonio’s Main Street to the railhead and loaded them
on the train.

IN 1945, VVL returned to lowa 1rom nis stint in the Navy, and started up an aerial
spraying business. inree years later, ne went IN0 the Teeder caitie business,
operaung a sale pbarn soutn of Cedar ralis. Uuring this ume, Miller was aiways
involved with horses.

In the tall of 1950, WL Miller and a number ot other Quarter Horse enthusiasts from
lowa met Tor an informai meeting In Vvaterioo, iowa. 1ne meeting was heid during the
National Cattle Congress All Breed Stallion Show. Joining them in the cotfee shop was
Raipn Morrison, £xecutive Secretary of AWMHA, Who convinced the group 1o begin the
process Of cnartering tneir own state (uarter Horse Association. |1ne T1irst meetng or
tne organizers or the 1owa Wuarter Horse Association — VVL iilier inciuaed - was neia
on December 13, 1950 in Des Moines, lowa. [he iowa Quarter Horse Association was
organized and chartered in 1991, due In part 1o the efforts put Torth by VL iviiiier.



5

In the mid 195U's, VWL and Jonn Bowiing put on tne Tirst Quarier Horse saie in iowa.
Approximately 1125 head were soid at the saie, weil bred quarter norses irom sucn
Baca and the CS ranches from New Mexico. Some of those horses sold at that first
ever uarier Horse sale are now the ancestors or a Iot or modern-gay uarter Horses
here In the mid-west. Sue Ayres, a Quarter Horse memoer rrom tne SU's, rememboers
LVV'S norse saies. “My T1atner, Joe cunningnam, purcnased one or tnose wild rancn
yeariings rom LVV. | remembered ne gave $1UU Tor ner, with payments or twenty five
dollars a month!”

VVL Milier met Arlys NOrcross at a dance In cedar ralis wnile he was on Navy ieave.
Iney wed In Fepruary or 1945, and had three sons, Kimm, Jeffery and James. In
196/, VWL moved nis ramily 10 Spring valiey iKancn, located in the niiis or voiga, iowa,
where Milier continuead 10 bulid and expand nis norse operation.

VVL Miller was an enthusiastic promoter of the American Quarier Horse. Horse shows
were held at nis sale barn, and he raised some of the first Quarier Horses bred In lowa.
He was an AUHA juage tor many years, and contriputed 10 the growtn or the lowa
Quarter Horse Association.

AsS a snowman, sales promoter, auctioneer, announcer and ring-man, VWL nheipea
estaplisn the trends and markets within the early-day Quarter Horse Inaustry.

VVL was a shrewad pusinessman, and a savvy norse trader. His 1riend or many years,
pon Ciark rondiy reminisces. “VVL was a norse trading rascai. In spite of ine sad taie
he told with the saie or eacn norse, never aoupt that ne made money on every trade he
made!”

As a Quarter Horse owner and breeder, he was active within the Quarter Horse
INndustry ail his lite, breeaing anda raising Luarter Horses weli INnte the 199U's. In 1950,
VVL villler recelved the Koy LOW iviemoriai Award Ttor the significant impact he maade
within the lowa Quarter Horse Association.

VVL Ivilller was deepiy invoived with (Juarter Horses, but the crop-out quarier norses ne
saw during his many norse buying trips out wWest nurtured an interest In Faint norses.
Miiler always had a liking Tor tnese iouda colored norses, a rondness which stemmed
Trom cnildnood. vvnen VWL was a boy, ne iearned 10 ride on a raint norse named
“Frosty’, and the geiding's spiasny markings sparked wiliers iire-iong interest in Faint
horses.
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VVL Wvilller IS responsibie Tor breeding some of the Paint industry’s greatest individuais.
He purchased crop-out Paints from some of the best ranches In the southwest, and
gathered a nerd oT FPaint mares with the best bloodiines he couid Tind. He stood the
Faint stailion Fainted Kobin, aiong with a number ot others, ail who made their mark in
the Paint horse world.

WL became involved with the American Paint Horse Association in its formulative
years. He nauiea and showea exiensiveily 10 help promote raints in different areas or
the country. Miller was a memoer or tneir executive commitiee, was an AFPHA Uirector
and judge, ana in 19/U, was elected as the ninth president of the American raint
Horse Association. VVL Miller continued to breed, raise and show Faint horses well
into the late 1990’s.

VVL Wiiiler Is aiso responsible tor Torming the American Paint Pony Kegistry. Seeing
the neea for a smailler preed Of paint horse, VWL siarted with an outstanding young
paint pony stailion ne purcnased in 1exas. inhe registry was formed in 19/, and
“lrailier’ pbecame the toundation sire of the APPR. Since that ume, the regisiry has
grown with mempers tnrougnout the united States, Canada and europe.

viliam Lowell Miller passed away on AUgUST 28, 1998. His circie of Triends within the
norse worid nas stretcned from coast 10 coast, and nhis Impact on the two pbreeds of
norses ne ioved has spanned a iretme. 1hank yoij VVL, TOr your many and varied
contriputions 1o the equine INAustry.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | am honored 1o announce the induction of Wiliiam Lowell
Miller into the lowa Quarter Horse Hall of Fame.
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AMERICAN QUARTER HERSE ASSOCIATION

A Tribute to W.L. Miller
Oge of the IQHA Founding Members

thn 1 was young, and in my priz
I'worked my tail off all the fime.

Now that I'm older, and i"ve got .
Idon’tdo windows, and I don™ do fence’
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I'm past the days of ridin” bogs,

So Lhang arcund the correl snd wrain my dogs.

Idon’t flank caives or pirch no hay,
Just sit on that horse, day afterday.

I've got grass to find, and rivers to cross,
There’s no ene around, so I pretend 'm boss.

Idon’t fix windmills, or prime no pumps,
I don’t dig postholes, or pull out stumps. £

By Dan Jarvis

idon’t plow sod or put up hay,
straddie that old pony "til the end of day.

fust

don't sleep enthe ground with the snakes I dread,
Um 2t home at night, in my waterbed.

So if soine of you punchers, still in your prime,
Are scared of being caught by old Father Time,

Pmhere to tell ya’, it’s not all bad,
When you turn back the pages and sce the fun you had.

And now that I've gotten long of tooth,
And there’s no callin” back the days of my youth,

I've got my degree in wrecks and spills,
It’s good to relax and just ride in the hills.

“Cause I've earned that title of Good Buckareo,
But there’s some things left I still want to do.

- ™", ButTain’t gonna rush, I'll just take my time,
1 And do "em all from the back of that old horse of mine.
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